
  

   

 

It's Friday, April 2, 2021 . In today's issue: Centennial of Neihardt as poet 
laureate; Shattering silk; Preserved, restored, or conserved?; German POWs in 
GI; Remembering Cloyd Clark; 1913 Easter Tornado; Events.  

 

 

 

John Neihardt was named Nebraska Poet Laureate 100 years ago this 
April  
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One hundred years ago, on April 18, 1921, Nebraska's state legislature 
became the first to name a state poet laureate, honoring forty-year-old John G. 
Neihardt of Bancroft. 
 
What prompted the legislature to bestow this unprecedented honor? 
 
The event demonstrates our changing interpretation of American history, and 
how Neihardt played a role in that change. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

How the Ford Center stabilizes shattering silk  
 

  

Sometimes we store artifacts in perfect archival housings, within ideal 
environmental conditions, and materials still deteriorate rapidly due to some 
problem inherent in the material itself. Our conservators at the Gerald R. Ford 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/why-john-g-neihardt-was-named-nebraska-poet-laureate-1921?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
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Conservation Center recently dealt with this condition in a Sioux tradecloth 
dress. Hereôs what they did.  

 

 

 

Preserved, Restored, or Conserved?  
 

  

 

When an artwork or artifact has been damaged through use or time, several 
terms get used, often interchangeably. Is the object going to be ñpreserved,ò 
ñrestored,ò or ñconservedò? What is the difference and why does it 
matter? Letôs find out.  

 

 

 

2021 History Nebraska Awards  
 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/ford-conservation-center-stabilizing-shattering-silk?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/preserved-restored-or-conserved?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
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Winners will be presented with their awards during a special Legislative event 
on Wednesday, April 7, at the historic Kennard House in Lincoln. Learn more.  

 

 

 

German prisoners of war in Grand Island  
 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/2021-history-nebraska-awards?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
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And we mean in Grand Island, just a few blocks from the heart of downtown. 
During World War II, a farm labor shortage prompted the US military to put war 
prisoners to work as paid farm laborers. Years later, Edith Robbins of Grand 
Island corresponded with a former prisoner who recalled his time in Nebraska. 
In the Spring 2021 issue of Nebraska History Magazine, Robbins translates his 
letters and tells the rest of the story. Keep reading.  

 

 

 

Remembering Cloyd Clark  
 

https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/german-prisoners-war-grand-island?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
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Former History Nebraska Board of 
Trustees president Cloyd Clark, 78, 
died on February 28 at Kearney 
Regional Hospital. Clark, a retired 
judge from McCook, was a staunch 
supporter of History Nebraska and a 
founding member of the Buffalo 
Commons Storytelling Festival, 
among many other community 
activities. The McCook Gazette has 
his obituary , and the History 
Nebraska Foundation  has created 
a fund to honor his life, legacy, and 
commitment to sharing Nebraskaôs 
history.  

 

 

 

The Destruction of Omahaôs Easter Sunday Tornado 
 

  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mccookgazette.com%2Fstory%2F2868825.html%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3Dfc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688213015%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=GRW2e%2Fy33rw3mP3FyXrLQA5keBsaaBOvx2iCyoplTVo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistorynebraskafoundation.org%2Fdonations%2Fcloyd-clark-fund%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3Dfc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688222971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BcxC5j%2Bxm9f4XGEIlz%2BZMCkcs1BuvzsPaSdrcfmf%2Fis%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhistorynebraskafoundation.org%2Fdonations%2Fcloyd-clark-fund%2F%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3Dfc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688222971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BcxC5j%2Bxm9f4XGEIlz%2BZMCkcs1BuvzsPaSdrcfmf%2Fis%3D&reserved=0
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The tornado of March 25, 1913, was the deadliest in Nebraska history. These 

amazing photos illustrate the stormôs power.  
 

 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

 

 

Weôre planning both virtual and in-person events, including this monthôs History 
Caf®, ñJazz Tunes and Poetry Grooveò (via Zoom), and a walking tour of a 
historic African American neighborhood in Lincoln. Read more.  

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

    

 

History Nebraska Newsletter, David Bristow, Editor, history.nebraska.gov  

Want to change how you receive these emails? You can update your preferences or 
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https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/destruction-omahas-easter-sunday-tornado?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
https://history.nebraska.gov/blog/destruction-omahas-easter-sunday-tornado?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
https://history.nebraska.gov/events?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3Dfc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688242884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=JiaHMkG2Qg0cU1IIZibCi9i9L8mfsefsYyWxOFRQqMU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D%5BUNIQID%5D%26c%3Dbf5da1f87f%26utm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3Dfc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688242884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=fmu4EcSnTc7UFcgFbE5pKv1MxwlayL9BUx2a1yZczXE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3Dfc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688222971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZEBmnwbasDXc78XTiPh2wJq4OIJz43OMjLL1AgpBseo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3Dfc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688232928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RkKGg2GChaEMzqtmdMsnaOv88OKyHH4dVNU9S0lJrI4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fhistorynebraska%3Futm_source%3DHistory%2BNebraska%2BEmails%2Band%2BUpdates%26utm_campaign%3Dfc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_term%3D0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688232928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bvmqL1%2B9aw6xzGObMrZRPNtZWr5h2CJl9zWMZGrqJ3w%3D&reserved=0
https://history.nebraska.gov/?utm_source=History+Nebraska+Emails+and+Updates&utm_campaign=fc64d1f874-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2021_04_02_04_10&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d65f94cd5a-fc64d1f874-
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fabout%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3Dfc64d1f874&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688242884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=yNcWPjmO97z2dY%2FNo60Ne4gJXmVR5s6MzDwDIIrDcPw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Funsubscribe%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3Dfc64d1f874&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688252842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=WA3xzjQmTEu0CiyQUyZcoVqNDshe2iKAviWUdhz2574%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnebraska.us11.list-manage.com%2Fprofile%3Fu%3D4af6c119278bab53245cdd3e6%26id%3Dd65f94cd5a%26e%3D__test_email__%26c%3Dfc64d1f874&data=04%7C01%7Cdavid.bristow%40nebraska.gov%7Cd37e8afca4ec4e367a0c08d8f5f8e576%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637529796688252842%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=qZKsf39ON7%2FDzMJl%2BEe4iR9eoO6My4LTMJyaCmYOCo8%3D&reserved=0
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By David L. Bristow, Editor 

  

One hundred years ago, on April 18, 1921, the Nebraska state legislature became the first to 

name a state poet laureate, honoring forty-year-old John G. Neihardt of Bancroft. 

What prompted the legislature to bestow this unprecedented honor? 

The answer has to do with the veneration of classical Greek and Roman literature plus 

Nebraskaôs recent frontier status. The event also demonstrates how our interpretation of 

American history has changed since then, and how Neihardt played a role in that. 

The legislatureôs resolution cited Neihardtôs American epic poem-in-progress, a five-part work 

eventually titled A Cycle of the West. The poet had completed the first two books by 1921. Both 

celebrated the ñmountain menò of the Missouri River fur trade era. The legislature recognized 

Neihardtôs 

ñnational epic wherein he has developed the mood of courage with which our pioneers explored 

and subdued our plains, and thus has inspired in Americans that love of the land and its heroes 

whereby great national traditions are built and perpetuated.ò 

Two phrases are important here: ñnational epicò and ñsubdued our plains.ò 

Did you read The Odyssey in high school? Students still read some of the Greek and Roman 

classics, but those works have lost their central place in our idea of what it means to be educated. 

When Neihardt was young, a traditional college education involved the study of Greek and Latin 

so that one could read the classics in the original languages. Most people never went to college, 

and fewer still mastered the ancient languages, but the idea remained that epic poetry in the style 

of Homer and Virgil was a supreme expression of a nationôs cultural legacy. 

Meanwhile, Nebraska in 1921 was a pretty rough and unromantic placeðdirt roads, small farms, 

and plenty of work that was still horse-powered. Then as now, most Nebraskans thought of 

themselves as practical-minded people. A common opinion in Bancroft was that Neihardt was 

the sort of dreamy oddball who never gets ahead in the world. 

But to people who read his work in the light of the adventures of Achilles and Odysseus, it was a 

big deal that a fellow Nebraskan was doing for Western American history what the ancient bards 

had done for Greece and Rome. These people felt that Neihardt was validating their national 

story, placing Americans in general and Westerners in particular within a grand and noble 

tradition. 

Today we hear the arrogance in the phrase ñsubdued our plains,ò with its preemptive claim of 

ownership and its erasure of the Native people who were subdued. But this is where the 

legislatureôs statement proved ironic. Neihardt made Native peoples the protagonists in two of 

the Cycleôs later books: The Song of the Indian Wars (1925) and The Song of the Messiah (1935). 
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To an unusual degree for a White man of his generation, he attempted to give Native peoples 

equal status in his portrayal of Western history. 

To further the irony, today Neihardt is best remembered for a side project that came from his 

research for the Cycle. He based his 1932 book Black Elk Speaks on interviews with Lakota 

spiritual leader Nicholas Black Elk. Neihardtôs interpretation of Lakota culture continues to 

receive both praise and criticism, but he was striving toward a more inclusive vision of America 

than people anticipated in 1921. 

 

Photo: Neihardt (right) communicated with Black Elk (second from left) through an interpreter. 

HIstory Nebraska RG1042-ai-55 

Top photo: Neihardt doing a radio broadcast in the 1920s. History Nebraska RG1042-1-4 

  

In 1976 the State dedicated the John G. Neihardt State Historic Site in Bancroft. Today the site 

is an affiliate of History Nebraska and is managed by the John G. Neihardt Foundation, which is 

planning events to commemorate the centennial of Neihardtôs selection as poet laureate. Read 

more in the Lincoln Journal Star. 

  

https://www.neihardtcenter.org/
https://journalstar.com/news/local/history/2021-marks-100-years-since-john-g-neihardt-became-nebraskas-first-poet-laureate/article_3b3a5276-ccdc-5950-b402-cf76c3f69179.html
https://journalstar.com/news/local/history/2021-marks-100-years-since-john-g-neihardt-became-nebraskas-first-poet-laureate/article_3b3a5276-ccdc-5950-b402-cf76c3f69179.html
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(Posted 4/2/2021) 

 

 

Ford Conservation Center: Stabilizing Shattering 
Silk 

Sometimes we store artifacts in perfect archival housings, within ideal environmental conditions, 

and materials still rapidly deteriorate due to inherent vice within.  This was the case with a Sioux 

tradecloth dress from History Nebraskaôs collection, which was recently stabilized at the Ford 

Conservation Center. 

 

The Sioux tradecloth dress in 2009. Many of the brightly colored sections of ribbon would shattered over the 
next decade, resulting in large sections of ribbon loss. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/img/2009.062.05  BT Blue wool dress overall side 2 07-800.jpg
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The dress was donated to the Museum in 1934 from the family of Charles Zimmerman, who had 

amassed a large collection of Native American artifacts during his twenty-seven years working 

for the Indian Service. The dress is composed of navy blue wool tradecloth with a rainbow 

selvedge, which is patterned so that the rainbow is on the cuffs and hem. Hundreds of cowrie 

shells have been sewn to the dress, and rows of colorful silk ribbon are sewn to the skirt hem 

above the rainbow selvedge. Four hundred ninety-two tin cone tinklers cut from tobacco tins 

have been secured by twine under the top ribbons of the skirt. These cones would have swung 

against each other when the wearer of the dress walked or danced, creating a ñtinklingò sound. 

The dress was likely created around the turn of last century, and worn by the owner on special 

occasions. 

The dress was in very good condition overall except for one component: the silk ribbons. We 

could see that the silk ribbons were blanched and faded in many sections, an indication of light 

damage from display decades ago. The silk was also shattering right before our eyes, leaving a 

trail of colored fibers on every surface, including the bottom of the dressôs archival storage box. 

Unfortunately, this type of silk degradation is something we often see in collections due to the 

late 19th-early 20th century practice of treating silk with metallic salts.  These salts were added 

to give the silk ñrustleò and add weight to the material so that it could be sold for more.   Today 

we describe silk treated with metallic salts as having an ñinherent vice.ò The presence of these 

metallic salts causes the silk to be more inherently unstable and subject to more rapid 

degradation over time. 
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Detail of the shattering silk ribbons and tin cone tinklers. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/img/2009.062.05 DT dress %2811%29-800.jpg
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Objects Conservator Rebecca Cashman using at hot needle tool to cut sheer polyester organza to use as 
overlays for the shattering silk. 

The stability of the shattering ribbons was also threatened by the rows of tin cone tinklers sewn 

to the dress. The sharp-edged tinklers rested on the most shattered of the silk ribbons, making it 

impossible to move the dress safely without further shredding the silk.  

We knew we couldnôt halt the rapid degradation of the silk, but luckily there was a simple way to 

salvage what remained and prevent further loss of original material.  This could be done by 

sewing a stable, sheer fabric over each ribbon to contain the detaching silk shatters and prevent 

the sharp-edged tinklers from cutting into the silk below. After some initial testing, sheer 

polyester organza turned out to be the best material for the overlays. The organzaôs tight weave 

would contain fibers as they broke, but the material was sheer enough so that the original dress 

ribbons were visible under it. 

For each shattering silk ribbon on the dress it was necessary to choose the correct color of sheer 

organza; one that would almost ñdisappearò when laid over the shattering silk ribbon. Once the 

best color was determined, the organza was cut to the correct size using a heated needle tip to 

neatly melt the edges of the polyester to prevent fraying. Each organza overlay was sewn 

carefully to the wool just outside the border of each ribbon using ultra-fine polyester thread. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/img/2009.062.05 DT Rebecca cutting ribbons-800.jpg
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The following three pictures show the process of stabilizing the silk ribbons. In the areas of the 

worst damage, the sheer overlay was layered to help minimize the appearance of losses to the 

silk below.  

 

Detail of one of the dress gussets before stabilization treatment. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/img/2009.062.05 DT dress %2814%29-800.jpg
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Detail of the gussets during treatment, as sheer polyester overlays are sewn to the wool just bordering the 
ribbon. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/img/2009.062.05 DT dress %2830%29-800.jpg
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Detail of the gusset after treatment, after all of the ribbons have been stabilized. 

After many hours, and the completion of several audiobooks, all of the shattering silk ribbons on 

the dress were finally stabilized. Although we know the silk will shatter more in the future due to 

inherent vice caused by metallic salts, we have done what we can to minimize the damage and 

prevent further loss of original materials. The dress can now safely be moved and viewed by 

others in the future as part of Nebraskaôs History.  

https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/img/2009.062.05 DT dress %2842%29-800.jpg
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Detail of the dress after all of the ribbons have been stabilized with sheer overlays. Some of the ribbon colors 

appear darker than they did in 2009, which is a result of silk loss over the past decade while the dress was in 
stable conditions in storage. 

 

 

Preserved, Restored, or Conserved 

When an artwork or artifact has been damaged through use or time, several terms get used, often 

interchangeably.  Is the object going to be ñpreservedò, ñrestored,ò or ñconservedò?   What is the 

difference and why does it matter?  Letôs find out. 

Preservation, also known as ñpreventive conservationò is the act of avoiding and minimizing 

future damage or deterioration.  In order to preserve an item, it will be placed in protective 

housings, handled properly, and stored or displayed with proper environmental 

controls.  Emergency planning, education, and even having an identifying number within a 

collection are all part of the preservation of an object. 

Restoration takes place when an object is made to appear as it originally was.  Restoration 

focuses primarily on the aesthetics or physical appearance of an object.  This might involve 

filling losses, removing a discolored varnish or replacing a missing part. A restorerôs main 

concern is the look of the piece. 

https://history.nebraska.gov/sites/history.nebraska.gov/files/img/2009.062.05 AT Blue wool dress %288%29-800.jpg
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Conservation is a broader term that encompasses both preservation and restoration while also 

maintaining as much of the original object as possible.  Any treatment is carefully 

documented.  For example, if a table has a broken leg, a restorer might replace the leg altogether 

while a conservator would do their best to repair the leg and keep as much original material as 

possible.  If the leg couldnôt be saved, it would be documented in photographs and a treatment 

report and the broken pieces likely kept with the table.  

Conservators also strive to keep their treatments as reversible as possible.  Retreatablility is 

important so that any work done on a piece can be undone if needed.  It is easy for a work to be 

over-treated, as we will see in the following example, and sometimes when this happens, it can 

not be returned to its original state. 
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Before treatment photos of the two certificates, both of which were treated at different times in 

the past.  This certificate was bleached resulting in an overly bright appearance. 



21 

 

 

This certificate was not bleached but was lined on an inappropriate material with an improper 

adhesive which might have contributed to the darkened color. 


